Who: disneydoc 

When: March 30-April 6

Where: Fairfield Inn/S. Apoka Vineland & Animal Kingdom Jambo House – Standard View Studio Villa

My trip began around 6:30 AM Saturday March 30 when I pulled out of Cumming, Georgia. I zipped right down 75 South into Florida, although maybe I should say “putted,” as I am mostly a speed limit driver. The gas mileage difference is pretty significant when I do that – from my door to WDW almost on one tank of gas!). Arrived around 2:30 and since I had not eaten lunch went straight to DTD. I had set a goal to try some new eating spots, so I passed by my beloved Earl of Sandwich for Pollo Camperno. Got a citrus grilled chicken salad – very good, but spicy. Still, a great value at 7.99 (I think), BEFORE the 20% AP discount!  

I then decided to head over to my offsite room for the night – a free night I had earned at the Fairfield Inn on S. Apopka, just a block from the turn onto property. It is a very nice, updated Fairfield, and the free breakfast is yummy. I also LOVE those Marriott beds – wish DVC would get down with that. I think I read somewhere that DVC was moving to that “3 sheet” model instead of those obnoxious quilted comforter things. 

After hauling in just what I would need for one night in a separate bag, I headed back up S. Apopka Vineland and hung a left onto Vineland to hit the outlet malls there. I wanted to visit the Disney Character Warehouse store I have heard so much about. Score! You guys must check this out, if you haven’t already. I saw lots of Disney clothing that was new in the stores this past summer, and some other merchandise too, like laptop covers, water bottles, some Christmas ornaments, lots of kids clothing, and other stuff. I bought 3 Disney shirts, each going for 32.95 last summer, for 4.99 (2 of them) and 9.99 respectively. So I spent $20 and got 3 shirts for about half of the price of one!  I then zipped over to Epcot for the necessary first glimpse of the golf ball, a spin around World Showcase, a ride on Spaceship Earth, and a short listen to the Flower Power concert of the evening (Ricky Nelson – so-so). Then back to the Fairfield for some shut eye. 

I woke up Easter Sunday with every intention of hitting church somewhere – either offsite or at the Contemporary. However, I was a lot more tired than I thought. I snoozed in big time, ate a leisurely breakfast, kinda late by my standards (10:00), drank coffee, and moved my stuff out to the car. Since my AKL check in time was 1:30, I had a little time before then. I again hit Epcot for a little while, checking out some of the topiaries and the schedule for F&G events. Then back over to AKL for a check in – my first DVC stay!
Let me just say OMG!!!! Although I have visited the Jambo House lobby several times, I literally walked around saying this for the first hour I was in my room – out loud to myself. The bathroom – WOW – the large vanity, lovely tile. The décor – OMG – so warm and inviting. The balcony that I did not think I would have with giraffes, zebra, ostriches, and various other critters – WOW. I totally did not expect to have this sort of view, and be able to sit out there in near silence and hear these guys chewing their food. I have never stayed in a room this nice, nor enjoyed it more. It was amazing how I could be down there in one of the peak weeks of the year, and so near all the activity of Disney Parks, yet truly feel as though I was staying on a preserve in Africa. It was that nice from my room. This resort and room did what I did not think anything could do – caused me to stay away from the parks a little more. 

From this point I now get foggy as to what day I did what park or ADR, but suffice to say that I am now just plain rotten on DVC rooms. This one was so nice, and I loved the smells of Boma and sounds of drums in the lobby. I came “home” every night instead of seeing ANY nighttime shows, just to be in my “home” resort. And watch those giraffes from my balcony. 

Here are a few things that were new to me on this trip, and a bunch of random stuff:
Hollywood Brown Derby!! Yummy. I was concerned that my waiter would be disgusted with me for only ordering that $15 Cobb Salad, but he was very nice and attentive. That salad is perhaps one of the best values in a restaurant for my kind of eating. I even forgot to use my 10% AP discount, which would have made the thing $13.50!!! Sorry, JoAnn, but that Grapefruit Cake slice was too huge for me to order – I saw it on a nearby table and it took up a small plate. There was no way I could have eaten it after the salad, and it was in the 80s outside – not good weather to tote around a piece of cake in your bag. So another time. I will get this and take it back to my room this summer when staying on the Boardwalk, so I can eat it in two servings.

Yak and Yeti!!! Loved going in and sitting upstairs overlooking the floor below. My server was again just awesome. I am impressed how nice they are when they see that you are just one light eating female who will not be ordering a lot. That Mandarin Chicken Salad is awesome! I thought it would be the same as you can buy at the walk up outside, but it is much larger, with these interesting ricey wispy crispy airy crunchy white things on it for texture and color. ( It was 17.99, but I got an AP discount of 15% I think. I tipped him well, as I did all my servers.

After Yak & Yeti that day I hit my favorite show, Festival of the Lion King. There was a strange “sulphury” smell in there this day that kinda bothered me for some reason. I have seen that show a lot of times and never experience that. But still loved it, loved it. Cry every time on Circle of Life song. And the Tumbling Monkeys are great, as are the flying bird dancers.

I also spent time talking with CMs at Animal Kingdom Park about the various animals about. Those CMs are a whole day of info just themselves. Also enjoyed the unique shopping in AK, then headed on to Epcot again for one of the high points of the trip – meeting Julie and Mike from the WDW board! We hooked up in those beautiful UK gardens to listen to the British Revolution and Off Kilter, then Julie had a Dole Whip with rum while we all talked and talked. We spent nearly two hours together, and I think we would still be there if we had not made ourselves leave. What nice folks…cannot wait to see them again this summer! I also look forward to meeting more of you guys too. I feel like I know so many of you. (
Surprisingly, I only went to MK twice for short visits. The first time I tried a daytime and it was NUTS. I managed to get a fastpass to Little Mermaid, but after that was unwilling to stand in long lines or wait for Fastpass windows of 4-5 hours later. So I bailed and headed over where? Yep. Epcot.
The second time I hit MK was a lot better – it was a day that was 90% rain forecast. However, it was not a downpour, so have poncho, will tour park. Families with strollers left, I walked around in the rain with my poncho and rode about everything. ( Love Monsters Inc. Love People Mover. Love Haunted Mansion. However, I did not do that entire park this trip. I will save it for summer.  I had a 2:35 PM ADR at The Plaza, my first time there. It was so good, and I was seated at a little two table facing the castle!!!! How perfect. I had the strawberry chicken salad, which was huge and delicious. This was my only meal of the day, as was B. Derby and Yak and Yeti. Just a treat or snack worked after that. That salad was also very reasonably priced, well under $20. 

I did cave in MK and bought myself a 15 inch set of Mickey and Minnie plush with that 20% coupon you get on receipts from counter service eateries ( I had purchased a carrot cake cupcake in Sunshine Seasons the day before).  I have a smaller pair that resides in my office at school, on my desk at home, on my dresser, or sometimes rides with me if I am going to WDW, but I just wanted the slightly bigger ones. I am a big kid, can’t help it. Got a few grins from CMs when I was “caught” carrying Mickey under my arm like you see kiddos do. And I thought that they would not notice that under my rain poncho. Busted. But I loved carrying him around. (
I had an ADR one day for lunch at The Coral Reef in Epcot, yet another new place for me. I scored a table by the tank right on the front row!!!! However, I was not really very hungry at that visit, and settled for just an app., even though the fish dishes looked delicious (but pricey).  I got an endive salad dish that had two scoops of goat cheese with pecans. It was very good, but a bit rich for my tummy. Could only eat about half of one of those cheese scoops. I again really appreciated the CM who treated me so kindly when all I ordered was one app. I do try to go at late lunch times when the places are not as busy to make up for my light order.

I always have to eat at my beloved Teppan Edo – chicken and shrimp. Yummmmmm. Also ordered a pot of hot green tea, as it was a bit coolish out. You used to get that with every meal as part of it, as well as a small salad, miso soup, and orange sherbert. But that was admittedly about 15 years ago. And the dish I paid $26.95 for was about $16.95 too. (
I had such fun with the ADRs at table service restaurants! This was a breakthrough for me, as I was a little nervous about solo table service dining – had not tried it beyond Teppan Edo. I am here to tell you that no one looks at you weird, no one treats you differently, and it is so nice to sit and relax. The theming in these places is so unique too. I will be making ADRs for a few meals on each trip now. 
Due to those late lunch ADRs, I treated myself to some good snacks this trip later in the day, including the carrot cake cookie (one at the beginning, and one purchased to take home for that sad day after), and a “seasonal” cupcake from ABC Commissary in HS that was yellow cake, white frosting, pineapple center, and coconut sprinkles with a white chocolate set of bunny ears. So cute, and very good!!! I ate that one on the way home in the car over the course of the day (it is so big), and realized after I passed one of the FL tollbooths that the attendant was looking at me funny because I had white frosting on my nose and face!!!!! I cracked up when I looked in the rear view mirror and saw that. Those suckers are tough to eat while driving. ( I also had a carrot cake cupcake in Sunshine Seasons one evening – very good cake, but not NEARLY enough cream cheese frosting. One must have cat head proportions of frosting. Period. If you are going to blow it and eat a Disney cupcake, it needs to be epic. 
I took advantage of the DVC free movie rental at AKL, and got movies for my room to fall asleep with each night. Sometimes they were Disney classics (I love Hunchback), sometimes other stuff (“Chicago”). Fun. Just could not get enough of Jambo House. I have it booked for November….that Christmas tree! I can see myself sitting in that lobby just staring. I keep pinching myself that I get to stay in these places.
I missed attending the Sundowner mix and mingle thing for DVCers at AKL, as I was in the park Monday. I had signed up for the Wednesday one, and even left the park to come to it that day, but the CM had failed to enter my name in the system. I had my hard copy ticket he gave me, but when I arrived they did not have me in the computer at check in. I was really surprised that they would not let me attend, especially being just one person, and it was their mistake. Oh, well. Went back to the park.  ( No sense in getting grumpy. On a positive note, the concierge at the desk was SO helpful in getting my ADR times switched a bit, and answered lots of newbie questions. Disney customer service is top notch.
And I got my first towel animals…a Mickey head made of 3 towels on the bead, and a little mousey critter in the bathroom on the vanity. I left my first tip envelope for Mousekeeping too, as I had trash and towel service on day 4. It is SO nice not to have housekeeping every day coming in. I liked it. But I did have to use some cleaner that I had brought with me to clean out my bathtub a couple of times. ( Love those warm soaky baths after a long day in the park.

The Turtles played a Flower Power Concert at Epcot the night before I left, and they had a song or two I remember. The original musicians are “older” guys in their 60s or 70s perhaps, but they can still sing! I really enjoyed their show. I really can’t wait for the Summer concerts…they are amazing. 

The first 3 days I was there were hot, in the 80s. I had lots of energy and walked my head off in the parks during the day, thinking I would slow down during the second half of the week and chill by the pool some. However, it got colder and rainy the second half! SO I continued with my park adventures and enjoying my balcony. Mostly Epcot. I went to one of the seminars in the F&G center too.

Hey, the new RFID (or whatever it is called) system is way cool! I changed out my paper AP for a hard card, and I did not even have to take it out of my quilted change purse when scanning it against the reader!!! Just scan, finger on reader, and in. Less hesitation with the finger scanner too. Gets it right every time. LOVE it. 
I know this is a rambling, wordy, no picture kind of report, and I thank you for reading it anyway. I am just in love with DVC villas now. No turning back. Counting down to my June trip at OKW and BWV – a split stay. But stay tuned…I have waitlisted the OKW days for BWV, to avoid a move after all. It was really nice to stay put at AKL. We will see if it comes through. Looking forward to a summer trip of pool chilling and evening fireworks in there too. (I like nights in the parks in the summer). I am also thinking of taking along (or purchasing) more groceries for my villa. Even with a studio, I have a microwave. That would work for a meal in the room before hitting the park, perhaps after a pool AM or afternoon. We’ll see! So much Disney, so little time. (
