Day 1 – Drive down

WhooHoo!! We’re finally on our way. Along the way we had to make our required stop at South of the Border so DH could get a photo with our Chihuahua in front of the Pedro Statue.

Our original plan was to drive half way and spend the night in GA somewhere along I-95. The traffic was so light that we ended up driving all the way through. We phoned up our friends in Orlando and asked if we could impose, they were of course thrilled that we had arrived a day early. We still had a couple of hours before we’d arrive at their home so we enjoyed our drive down 417 watching all the fireworks going off for the 4th! It was like our own “special welcome” to Disney World!!
Day 2 – Time to Check in

We got up early and spent a few hours visiting with our friends and then it was time to head to the World. Our first stop was to check our furbabies into the TTC Kennels. They were not so happy with us at that moment but I’m happy to have them here so we can go and check in on them. I managed to keep the resort upgrade a surprise for DH until we had to tell the kennel which resort we were at. Close enough!! He was still pleasantly surprised. We drove up to the entrance gate and received our “Welcome Home” wish from the Cast Member at the gate. I LOVE that!!
Our check in when really smoothly, we did Online check in so we walked right up to the Online check-in window, presented our photo ID and reservation number, and received our room packet along with our Happy Anniversary and Happy Birthday buttons. The whole check in process took no more than 5 minutes!! We’ve been wearing the Anniversary buttons everyday and have received congratulations from nearly every Cast Member we encounter. We have some wonderful conversations about how many years (20) and how we did it!!
I had requested a room in Oak Manor but we were given a room in Magnolia Terrace instead. I think I actually like this building better, it’s closer to the bridge to Ol’ Man River and a short walk to the lobby/marina/food court. We’ll be requesting this building in the future. We were to have a standard view room but I think we were upgraded to a Garden View room since we’re in a lovely corner room overlooking the courtyard garden. 
Once we checked in we phoned our friends and invited them over for a swim. While we waited for them to arrive, we went for a swim in the quite pool next to our building. After a restful dip in the quiet pool it was time to hit the hot tub over at the main pool. Nothing like those jets to soothe sore muscles. Our friends arrived and we got to enjoy watching their 2 year old son have his first swim in a pool. He was a little unsure at first but after watching all the other kids have fun he decided that he was having fun too!! Nothing like the giggles and laughter of a baby having fun! We swam for a couple of hours and then headed off to dinner at our favorite Mexican restaurant, Garibaldi’s, over in Kissimmee. DH had his favorite, Carnitas Rachero and I had the Burrioto Rojo, steak with a nice rich blend of seasonings. After dinner we went to DTD to enjoy the atmosphere, do a little preliminary pin-trading and just generally soak in the Magic. We decided to call it an early night since we were going to have a very full day at Studios on Day 3.
More TR to follow, it’s time to go get some breakfast…

